An Roinn Coimirce Séisialai
Department of Social Protection

Pre-Budget 2026 Forum

Name of your organisation Sage Advocacy CLG
Representative attending (1 per Martina Larkin, Legal Support Unit Lead
organisation)

Please provide a brief overview of your organisation:

Sage Advocacy is the National Advocacy Service for Older People. It supports
survivors of institutional abuse as well as healthcare patients in certain situations
where no other service is available. It responds according to a person’s needs with
Information - Support - Advocacy - Safeguarding and often a combination of all
these approaches. The Sage Advocacy team of experienced advocates is available
across the Republic of Ireland providing a free and confidential service, independent
of family, service providers or systems interests. Sage Advocacy ensures that a
person's voice is heard, that their wishes are taken into account, and that they are
assisted, in whatever ways are necessary, to be involved in decisions that affect
them. Its work is guided by Quality Standards for Support & Advocacy Work with
Older People, by the Guiding Principle of the Assisted Decision Making (Capacity)
Acts and by the Decision Support Service's Code of Practice for Independent
Advocates. Sage Advocacy’s motto is: Nothing About You/Without You.

Please tick the target area for your submission (can be more than one):

Pensions Working Age Income Supports []

Working Age Employment Supports [] Iliness, Disability and Carers
Children L]  Other

Please tick which of the below refer to your proposals:




An Roinn Coimirce Séisialai
Department of Social Protection

Pre-Budget 2026 Forum

Rate Change Means testing [] Allowable Working Hours []

Employment Rights []  Grants Scheme Rules

Education/Training Research [] New Initiative Cross-

Departmental Communication

Other

Please list the DSP scheme/s included in your proposals:

Income supports

Cost of Disability payment
Loneliness Strategy
Supplementary welfare
Carer’s Allowance

Health

Please provide below a brief description of the proposals in your Budget 2026
submission:

DSP Specific Proposals:

Target increased payments to those most at risk of poverty: Sage Advocacy
asks that core social welfare and income supports are increased to better
protect those most at risk of poverty including older people, disabled people
and survivors of institutional abuse. This is required most particularly now
given the increases in the cost of living, inflation, energy and housing.

Cost of disability payment: Sage Advocacy calls for Budget 2026 to
introduce a cost of disability payment in line with the Indecon Report
published by the Department in 2021. Sage Advocacy calls for the
Department to ensure that such costs include those with disabilities aged 65
and older.

Tackling loneliness: Sage Advocacy calls on the Department to commit to
and to resource a cross-departmental action plan that seeks to meaningfully
tackle loneliness in society having particular regard to older persons.
Supplementary Welfare: Sage Advocacy calls on the Department to
consider enhancing its supplementary welfare provisions for those people
who are paying contributions under the Nursing Home Support Scheme to
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residential services and whose remaining income is inadequate to meet their
needs.

Carer’s Allowance: Sage Advocacy calls on the Department to ensure that
the person being cared for by a carer in receipt of Carer’s Allowance is
involved in the application and that these is a system of accountability in
relation to the quality of care being provided that aligns with the person’s
will and preference. Sage Advocacy calls for mandatory standardisation
through regulation, monitoring, training and education for carers, adequate
safeguarding and a transparent complaints process. Finally, Sage Advocacy
asked that the Carer’s Allowance payment level be reviewed to better align
the level of care provided with the rate of payment.

Education and Training: Sage Advocacy calls on the Department to ensure
its staff and wider stakeholders are aware of their public sector duty
obligations in relation to equality and non-discrimination and the changes
implemented in legislation such as the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity)
Act as amended.

Broad High Level Proposals:

Implementation of Law Reform Commission recommendations regarding
Adult Safeguarding: Sage Advocacy calls for budget provisions to be made
available urgently to progress and implement a comprehensive cross sectoral
structure to address gaps in adult safeguarding. Of particular note for the
Department is the recommendation to amend relevant provisions of the
Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 and the Social Welfare (Consolidated
Claims, Payments 51 and Control Provisions) Regulations 2007 (S| No 142 of
2007) to ensure consistency with the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity)
Act 2015, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, and Council of Europe Recommendation (CM/Rec(2014)2) of
the Committee of Ministers to Member States on the promotion of human
rights of older persons.

Advocacy: Sage Advocacy calls for increased investment in independent
advocacy, the formal recognition of the profession through legislative means
as well as a single source of State funding.

Housing, care and older people: Increased resourcing must be made for
integrated housing and care for older people in communities.

Increased investment in home support: Sage Advocacy has repeatedly called
for the statutory right to home care to be provided for and resourced. The
lack of investment in home support services has led to (and continues to
require) people requiring care having no option but to move to residential
care settings. This is an affront to the rights of those in our society and is
contrary to Ireland’s human rights obligations.
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Protection of liberty: Sage Advocacy calls for the proposed framework
around the protection of liberty to be progressed urgently and the resourced
accordingly.

Enhanced implementation of the Assisted Decision Making Capacity
legislation: Sage Advocacy has made a number of proposals for action in its
‘Voice Matters’ report that will enhance the implementation of the Assisted
Decision Making Capacity legislation which will require additional ongoing
resources.

Incentivising Advance Planning: Sage Advocacy asks that financial
incentives via state income supports be introduced to encourage people to
plan ahead in relation to their care and personal affairs so that their choices
will be known and respected at the time when they will no longer be in a
position to make decisions for themselves (due to serious illness or increased
frailty) and the potential for people to be exploited in times of vulnerability
will be reduced. The available tools for planning ahead are Think Ahead,
Enduring Power of Attorney & Advance Healthcare Directives.




