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Context of Sage Work 

1,095 

DMROs 
registered by 

DSS 

581 

Reports

993 

Referrals 
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Overview of Report – Sage Activities 

4

Voice 

Matters 

Operation of 

legislation 
broadly

Nature and 
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ADM Related Activities 
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Individual 
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Part 5 & DMR Applications 
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Guiding 
Principles 

Section 139 of 
ADMCA 

Section 
50 of 

ADMCA 



Process Development and Continuous Learning 
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Indicative Scenarios & Issues Encountered 
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Families

Solicitors

Social 
Workers

Nursing 
Homes

Functional 
Capacity 

Assessments

DMRO not 
last resort



Observations: Issues Challenging Effective Implementation 
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Functional 
Capacity 

Assessment

Not time 
and/or 
issue 

specific  

Costly in 
some 
cases

Medical 
approach



Observations: Issues Challenging Effective Implementation 
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Low level of 
attendance 

noted 

Who has 
duty to 
provide 

support? 

S139

Person’s 
attendance 

12.5% of all 
cases – 

advocate 
supported 
attendance 



Observations: Issues Challenging Effective Implementation 
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Nobody to 
bring DMR 
application 

Decisions 
required to 

safeguard person



Observations: Issues Challenging Effective Implementation 
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Part 5 
Applications

Cost 

Complexity 

Delays 

Lack of 
clarity as to 

process



Observations: Issues Challenging Effective Implementation 
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Underdeveloped understanding of legislation 

Role 
uncertainty 

Solicitor

Social Worker

Advocate 

Duty to 
safeguard and 
central role in 

ADMCA

Presumption of capacity not respected 

Least 
restrictive 

support not 
explored 

Independent 
legal 

representation

Broad scope decisions

Not time or issue specific
Specific authority for 

certain decisions – eg gifts 
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Snapshot 
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Continuous Learning and Collaboration 



SageAdvocacy.ie

24-26 Ormond Quay Upper, Dublin DO7 DAV9.

Ireland

Martina.Larkin@sageadvocacy.ie

086 130 2322
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SageAdvocacy.ie

Nothing about you without you
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